
Curve Waterman Hydro Pack  
 

The Curve Waterman is a hydro 
pack that is wearable in the water. 
Sounds like a great idea? Well, we 
thought we’d test it just to make 
sure.  
 
On first inspection, the Curve 
Waterman pack looks much the 
same as any other hydro pack. A 
standout feature lies with the 
material that gives it a solid 
construction; so solid it would take 
forever to break anything on it. 
Then we noticed a little hook on 
one of the shoulder straps, and that 
really got us wondering. I asked 
Simon, one of the surfers behind 
Curve, what the hook was for. He 
showed me a picture of a guy 
wearing the pack. Attached to the 
hook was the guy’s board bag 
handle. This gave him the ability to 
use both hands while hiking with 
his board. Imagine walking to 
Kumara Patch in the heat of 
summer without having your arms 
grow tired. All the while, you have 
complete access to your thirst 
quenching water. 
 

  
 
 
 
I wondered if the straps would 
impede movement when paddling 
and surfing, but that worry was 
quickly dispelled after just ten 
minutes in the water. The bag was 
unnoticeable, and the straps did 
not bother me at all.             
Another perceived problem lay with 
the possibility of the bag becoming 
waterlogged, adding unnecessary 
weight on the surfer. However, this 
concern also proved groundless. 
Unlike a snowboard pack, the 
negligible weight on my back didn’t 
make any difference to my surfing 
(I still sucked.)  
The bag also felt like it had 
flotation, so I did feel quite safe 
wearing it. 
 



 
 
This is a great invention for you 
long session surfers, or those of 
you lucky enough to be surfing long 
point breaks. I surfed for two hours 
the night I tested the Waterman, 
and ran out of water after an hour 
and a half. I was gutted, as I was 
only drinking it because it was 
there, and when I needed it, it was 
gone. This product gets a top rating 
of 10, and should go on to win an 
inventors prize in my books. Maybe 
a slightly bigger bladder would be 
the call, because the 1.5 litres it 
holds just seemed to evaporate. 
 
CHEERS CURVE, FOR THE USE 
OF THE WATERMAN 
 
FREDDIE PEPPER 
www.ridersanonymous.co.nz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


